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Summary of -..ctions by Cj:.i.3an->.er ^rui^er- oscroyor /orce, '■'. -?. 
..tl....tic >'"leet in Cu^an crisis 

On 2U October j.962, the ships of the Cr :ioer-:)es troyer Force, U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet /ere located as follows: 

The cruisers 3CCT0N and SP.-JAViFI JLJ, 1G destroyers of o : u?dror,s 
8, 10 en-: 14 an..-- tiu uO.iLroyor ^n-;er A._ : .-. -.ero .vi^i tho 

." : _.:' ..era in „ .c In.*i. n Oce n -u-o; .3 part of ths Jliddle-C.::. t 
Force. .he ...estroyer confer C-. U --J .va.~, in mi-i-.^tlan ac reluming 
hoi::e to :-.^./;.'Ort, ':.!., after ... four-month tour in t :e lieJi^rruncrn. 

iue r~^-.r picket destroyer escorts I-*i^Lo, ~ -:*', -^ - ^'. n.-.u^, 
.:!■■- -iii-i i-.nd T. J. d.v_.Y ./ere either on station or trcjasiting to or 
from otations in tr.e sir jefenje harrier systems. 

The destroyer wU -LI..AIX ana the destroyer escort LJJX hi >ere 
engaged in AS'./ exercises with Chilean n.-.val units off the ..est co-;st 
of South America as participants in LAIJ.C5 III. 

The ships of destroyer S.-u«-Iron 28 plus t.:e LC-...I ..ere cjiiuuctin^' 
AS./ training as part o. a ..unter-Aiiler Croup in the Castorn ..ti.jitic. 

The command ship hL..Th.i...- f-^h was at sea in the Virginia Capes 
area. 

South, at hiantanamo Bay, the MACvLAY, hU^uLX and 3 AC UGH were ^ 
undergoing refresher training while the ACS h^f L, /ILSCh, BC.-i? 5L0N 
and DAMATO were conducting type training in the Guan tana-no Operating 
areas. 

The remaining s^ips of the Cruiser-Destroyer Force were in various 
parts along the East Coast. Some were in shipyards for regular over- 
hauls or FRAM conversions. Others in shorter shipyard periods for 
restricted or interim availabilities. 

Some were alongside tenders in their homeports receiving repairs. 
The ships of Destroyer Squadron 16 were at Mayport in a tender avail- 
ability and a leave and upkeep period having returned on 3 October 
from a seven month tour in the Mediterranean, The CIIAALCS A. wARjS 
and HAISVOOD's return had been later en the 12th of October since they 
had escorted INDEPSNC^C^ home from the Sixth Fleet* 

•' v^The GEARING was also in Mayport having made a stop while enroute 
I .'ItovKey 7est for ASAOC trials. She had just completed a F3AM over- 
/haiilin Boston* 

' .Destroyers of Squadron 22 were making preparations for an interim 
ie shipyard availability. Some had machinery and equipment disassembled 
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and ail cu.:;.:un itiun ro::ioved and because oi tho li.reat of hurricane 
' 1LLA most of the snips liad been ;,ioved _"rom t..e destroyer piers to 
the \'or folic Shipyard. 

The CCG.CA'd A. j-t.JEN had been pranced a waiver to enable her to 
steaa to the shipyard after being found unsafe for sea as a result 
of aii inspection by the Joard of inspection and Survey, 

Jes tr-iyor ^ .u^ron CO r:\J J4 v.ero enjoying t«.e Last da^-s of a 
..oe : o . up.Ci.-ep prior to ..c.hirt,.,: J for .^cho^alou type era in in-- r.ud 
..~\'{ exercises. A..o s.ips, t..e .jL.j.^l and J... -...-' .-.ere pre^rau- Tor 
Aavy .-./ visi.es ..o rrovid.nee, ...I., an., »ri-._,ejort, Cot:n. 

Vhe destroyers o: J ,ua_*.rons G, 3, and lo ..ere a part of c.ie 
Jc-stroyer roup participating in ?AIiJ..i LL X - S2. Other s-.-ips at 
sea «u.d available for immediate assi u.r.ents .ere tae JdA. LJJ •.'". 
.U..--10 and .i'.\LLcvCd L. LI.YJ. The .•— ".l.S v/cs enrouce to the Caribbean 
area with the students of the o.-u-i School for training© The students 
were off loaded at ^oosevelt ..oaas ana distributed to other saips 
engaged in the puarazitine operations. The AALCACi; L. LLV**.- w~s 
under-. ay for ICey .est to provide services :'or the Fleet ionar School, 

.ariy in cue afternoon of 20 October, /orce 'leav quarters '.vas in- 
formed thc.t operational co. manners and directed that .nits at Nor- 
folk, Charleston arid :-:ayport prepare for extended operations at 
sea and be ready to sail as soon as possible. 

The Staff watch section was au :.:ented c;nd a 24-hour watch wps 
established in the oPCGN Center. li.imodiate action v.* as undertaken 
to restore s.-ips to a ready for sea status regardless of the state 
of overhaul or availability, On-file financial plans, • nd pro- 
curement of vital defxeiency parts was initiated on an emergency 
basis. Shore based supply points were contacted concerning stock 
status and positioning of critical material. Ships on stand-by 
status were assisted in last minute procurements by Staff Supply 
Representatives. 

3y Tuesday, 23 October, o2 ships at sea were committed to Cu-an 
operations, v;hile 12 were on four-hour call and eight more destroyers 
were on a 24-hour availability. Thorough studies of all phases of 
upkeep, training, support and rotation proposals were underway to 
enable COMCxcUDESLANT to make recommendations and advise Task Force 
Operational Commanders* 

The tender G&AND CANYON departed Newport on 29 October for 
support operations at San Juan, Puerto 3ico, Stopping at Norfolk 
on the way, CL^Vf. C.u\YGN embarked CGHCcU-dSSFLOT 12 to function as 
type commander's representative in the Caribbean area* Upon arrival 
in San Juan on 4 November 3 tender support was provided to CRUDIS5LANT 
ships and to the ships provided by t.-a member nations of the 
Organization of American States in support of the quarant-ne oper- 
ations » 
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l raining for s.iij.-? cur.^lctin,, ro^i:l.v overhauls in tlu .".'orfolk 
t .rea rather t.ian in iuanlanamo .3 ay area. 

Jy 3 I« : ovei..ber, C vU_> .Ji-.-O/T had two cruisers, 72 destroyers and 
eight destroyer escorts committed to Cuban operations. 

The tender fGJ -iI"J.£ departed Newport for .'.'or folk on 7 "November, 
.,t .\'orfol - .:, '. r C Jilfo embarked critical cargo .".nc straggler personnel 
L'or uniia in i!:o uarant^i\e --rea -.uid _5.-ocoe«Jet. to .!in.>tjn, J;i;. ; .i-;5. 
.jirouie, reauezvous 1 were made ..itii units of ask i^orce L36 ana 135 
anu a total of J50 personnel -..ere t ansferred. i'>. -•.IJ.C arrived . : nd 
be _,an tender services at .Cingoton on 1- >.ove.r.jer. 

..itii concurrence of C^.i'SLSS, and C^:. .^5 '.\..vCL.'i, the d^j 2I.~*io, 
a reserve trailing .ro^rara group I destroyer with a reduced crew, 
departed Norfolk on 4 November for transfer of personnel ana critical 
cargo to CwrJ A dJ.y ^JiLudvL units in the Cuoan operations. Bearss made 
several rendezvous with saips along tne ;uarantine line to transfer 
cargo and personnel then continued to oan Juan then to Guencanarao to 
transfer personnel anu c;.rgo before retur .ing to .".orfolk on 15 Novem- 
ber, curing the cruise, a total of 402 men were transferred to and 
from 36 ships involved in the quarantine by the aL\.ujS. 

In mid-November Cruiser-Destroyer Force participation in tue Cuaan 
Quarantine operations reached the high point. The /ores potential 
was 93 destroyers, 22 destroyer escorts, 2 cruisers and 6 destroyer 
tenders that -..ere available for operational assignments. 

82 Destroyers, 16 destroyer escorts, the 2 cruisers and all 6 
destroyer tenders were engaged in support of the other force ships 
engaged in the current operations. Two of the tenders >vere deployed 
to the Caribbean area* A rotation of units from on the line to tender 
availability, upkeep or rest had been established. With this rotation 
unit integrity of the division/s^adron grouping v. as being reestab- 
lished. 

Units returning to CLNUS ports were debriefed and staff solutions 
were obtained for problems or deficiencies in personnel, material or 
maintenance areas,, 

The quarantine operations were discontinued on 20 November and ships 
for the most part were released to return to normal operations* Some 
ships based at Mayport, Charleston, and Norfolk were home for the 
Thanksgiving Holidays and most of those deployed for operations had 
returned to their home^orts within the following week. 
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Cruiser~Destroyer Force Participation in Quarantine Operations 
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FORCE 

TG 81,0 

TF 83 

TG 84,9 
PLUS 81.7 

TF 128 

TF 135 

TF 136 

TF 137 

CCMKWESTFOR 

IEXR/D 


ON LINE 

NONE 
13 DD 

6 DD/2 DE 

7 DD/3 BE 
10 DD 

15 W/l CA 

1 DD 

3 DD/3 DE 

2 DD 


OFF LINE 
TAV/REST 

NONE 

1 DD 

NONE 

2 DD 
4 DD 
6 DD 

NONE 

1 DD/1 DE 

NONE 


HOME PORT 
TAV/lfPK 

1 DD/5 DE(T>T) 

8 DD 

NONE 

NONE 
NONE 

i ddA ca 

nonk 

1 DD 
NONE 


TOTAL 

1 DD/5 DE 

22 DD 

6 DD/Z DE 
9 DD/3 DE 
14 DD 
22 DD/2 CA 

1 DD 

5 DD/4 DE 

2 DD 


ABOVE TOTALS 82 DDA4 DE PARTICIPATING QUARANTINE OPS PLUS CALCATERRA BEING RELIEVED BY R. # HALE, 
TOTAL POTENTIAL 93 DD/22 DE # 

UNITS OTHERWISE ^PLOYED ; 
SIXTH FLEET 18 
NEW CONST SQT 3? 
0PTEV5CR 2 
PRAM - 10 
POST FRAM 6 


DOIUMDED AT 3 YEAR MALS; 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


" . . . i' ."*. . I . t .Kin i i-oC(.-o...--i to cr-i..»I . .i i i- o ;..... t it. i.. .ic.t.rJ 

u ..L'aire to :nove .v^*'. L ..v. to .1 _,ro. tor .iL.st.mce. :'..i.s .. c» countered 
by . -.-'»L— : by .ay o . .,..ii"tin; itation to t :e port v uarter of C-L3, 
P.j.I.l inniediately s ifted too, and repeated her crowding tactics. 
After several shifts from port to starborad quarters ?.vil-v gave up 
and allowed ICiPF-LjIii to maintain a 1500 yard station on ?:„:!.. and 
2500 to 5000 yard station on C-18*.. 

"./ell after r.aylight, PAMJL-; was positively identified by t>.e 
old nraas on t:;e hu . i , pointed over, out .^tiil Logiole. 

''diooe belo-.. t..e norual .vateriine o.' the * 5 .~-iI-., her bow is 
anj.l-d simil- rly as ±~or ico brealiin c. j:bilit/, and beLo-.v t.:e con- 
tinuous counter of uer nern was a lar e (approximately 50") circ- 
ular closed hole that r.iay ell be used fo. a to.ing cable but also 
..oul.i be convenient /or mine L~.yi.ng or a refueling hose, 

"XJPrL ..: had operated tais entire time (22 Uctober-25 :\ovonber) 
without .'.tUipnient failure, but did experience underwater hull cracks 
durin.j and after heavy weather that wos encountered enroute to 
hoiaeport. 

U3S ./. L. LINJ Itr ser 070 of 17 November 1962 CCjyiUXZI.dj 

5 Ivoveuber 1962, J teaming in ^astern sector /ire oupport area 
of b". J. .'.'aval 3ase, 'luantanamo Jay, duba» 0730 - sighted and 
conducted surveillance of duban freighter L..S VILLUS. 

4 November 1962, 0800 - Escorted two C-uoan sailing trawlers, 
carry in j cargo, tnrou-.pi t*.e defensive sea area. 

7 November 1962, 1400 - investigated Cuban sa.ling trailer 
carrying cargo, 

U3S w, A. LZS ltr ser 0108 of 7 December 1962 CCNFIDSNTIAL 

At 1114303 11 November, w.iile enroute to patrol area, LZS. 
intercepted U3S*i freighter Ali-LiTVSVSIC, on course 065, speed 15. 
A helicopter from ./ASP was overhead and had photographed the 
freighter- AliffiTVaVSK carried a deck cargo of military vehicles. 
The ship was reported to CTF 136 and continued to patrol area, 

13 November, 1718 hours, LJhi directed to proceed to intercept 
USo Freighter AfKA.lSK being trailed by U3S N0:-LtI3. 

14 November, 1820Q, made rendezvous with N0..RIS and took up 

i trailing the Soviet freighter from a position about 7 miles astern* 

< fwo other contacts were noted in the same area proceeding on the 
k .: same general track. Reported to CTF 136» 

[- 15 November, 1350Q, LSS arrived alongside ATKAUSa, 300 feet to 

[ . r -V 7 ' starboard and spoke the freighter by light* Ship reported she was 
Fc- < T; ' "bound for Havana with a cargo of flour, wine and macaroni. Completed 
L >VVi;;/\. • investigation at 1417Q and dropped astern to the trail position* 
fc^>ji^^i<^pined,^y V36 McCAFFJISY at 0800Q 16 November. 3roke off trail at 
j&S ■£$&.&.. • : :'b820 to establish Datrol in vicinity -of station #6* 
fa&og^^;^^ eerlaKP/gfi^ V wciflW& (4) 
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17 :.ovo;..ucr, U,-',, i;i ... c - i- 

• i.Jl.u'i i.-LjA bouii.. ,'or „\;v.i;i.i. . .1.-, 

type oJ c:rcjo auoar'l. » he i-a,un..L«r •» ;' i 


orc.» rit^i.ixv rcftiNod to •»;<♦<: if/ 

i ^ . • ^ an cvcntf jI. 


Uoo > ^oLO..J-..:V C (.iJ-27) ltr oer 2oo7 of o Jeconber 19G-2"t:..CL.>oJ l.-'i 

^urin; .'.'over.iber , ."',...'.*. ,_'... J co:;.;Ljtjd oJO rc- ; ;.-:ir jo ^ Cor 53 

.eceiveu ..ud .irocjioe ' .• •- >e _>xi: u- te I.' 7.30 t rr.nsi on *. - , ustly 
.;tr ;,L\o, iT-jh •'cjcx-j/j;- V .- :e : . '. ■-,- .:.'in , w j . :,..tli. 
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M.l^OY, on exercises m Lou j, island oound on j IJove.aber, was 
ordered bac; to homeport of .\'iv> Loudon, 'Jonn. Arrived ..t .-ier at 
1400. c, ./as jiven verbal o/u2.o to sail to .-iayport >.t 131-3A, to 
ier.ve *'i ;-r - I 1700A. call '.: co:.;;lete coope .wtiori of ..._L;7 f s 
cr -••.. , .iv,.. c-. liotij ;atoiue ..elj r,i-\d3 it possible. 

Cna .nisi, on e.:.er,i:)cy leave in ..artford, Jonn., rec-;r:icd Lo the 
ship .«ic- tiie . eip oJ c.o -Oi.nccticut .cate I olice. .-. r3lay of 
tlirc-e pi-.tr j L.r.en, sor.ieti-.ies r?-c':iii;j jpen'.is of 120 mph, deposited 
u;-} ^nan en tAc: d^r JuoU 0113 uiinuue oefore tiie ,,cuij;..ay v.e.s hauled 
up, . 


uio Jw:;..:tY ltr ser 050 of 15 November 1962 CC^JI^.lYi'lAL 

(random personal views c' crewmembers) 

Torpedoraan Seaman: ..."Throughout our AS./ patrolling, we often 
woundered if all our work ivas oeing done in vain, but, finding 
contacts wit;:, mid surfacing a ..ussian subia<.ri e, v/e finally ^ot to 
see what our job really -./as. Therefore, the surfacing of the 
-iussian submarine was the big. .light to all our AJW training and 
operations. " 


U33 CGXf ltr ser 052 of 9 November 1962 CONFIDENTIAL 
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... M 0n 27 October at 1634, gained sonar contact and v/ent to 
battle stations, unsure of what to expect... The contact was solid 
and v/e v/ere able to maini-a^n contact and an accurate plot of its 
movements with little difficulty. The contact was classified 
"possible submarine." After an hour of continuous contact v/ith 
..'MAD verification by the S2F's, the contact was classified "probable 
■-submarine*" Two more hours passed with constant contact and no 
response to international identification requests..* At 2140 the 
submarine came to the surface and started his deisel engines, ap- 
parently unable to remain submerged on battery pov/er any longer. ; 
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"Al £:iou.j:i lie «.» CLyj.ii.i- the "s teaming colors" ot tlic Soviet Union, 
he i. enci.'ied him-ielf by flashing li..hv signals in international 
Morse Joue only as "Uooii .CO. ca3L -.X" -.viiich simply means "USSR o.ilP X." 
He appeared co be re«t ly embarrassed at having lost the ;aue of cat 
and rnouoS between surface s:*ip and submarine... 

"C-.NY c«i.ie up d.ea.:i, th-* 'Jo..:rnam:ing Officer showed and matched 
the submarine's speed, . . od.-PTAlx\ .'Ib.AfAN turned t.-e conn over to 
the Executive Officer, the Operations ufficer and Engineering Officer 
for saort periods so ..hat each could rightfully claim that he was 
one of che few b'« S, Nav r l Officers wao had had the co n al on side a 
-.ussir.n >b u o.r.j.r in e. At 0000, 28 November, the • estr yers were still 
circling v.i'-' su..:;^riiie. .bac a .itcir. ■; .ay c-. celebrate Navy ;vayl 


..~ SL -JI and Jv..- < . .b. v d.b "..u.f i»\J b.'.CS ltr ser 03o 


"One of c.ie first .r.ercnant s. ips ordered intercepted ..as che 
Leoraiese s..ip 4 -..s_.U-vLii un-.!er charter co che US.*.* Ubb JC'h.« .. PI ...CJ 
was assigned zaa cask of locatin.. and i;iterceatin tais ship, T'l/.-JZL 
carried out this assignment w-th alertness and dispatch, US3 JOSEPH 
P. -C^N^Y, Jb;. , with CCMSSS^-IV 102 embarked ;vas order to join. 

"...On October 2o , the order v.rs -jiven by hi her authority to 
bo arc the .-!.'.. JJCLA* 

"The .Joii'dia; Party v/ ica included the Executive Officers o! the 
PI_.J. and .M.;> bY coi.iported icself .vith military professionalism 
while yet retaining a courteous an.: friendly demeanor," 

L T 3o :,Gi'^ Press release bo. 11-10-62 of 10 November 1962 UXCLASoiyl -D 

"The first intercept by a u. .3. ship of a ibissian merchantman 
carrying uissiles from Cuban bases was made on the Morning of 9 
November 1962 when US J NOid^ j-J-C (DL-l) detected the LSNINS^CY ICCJiSU-iOL 
standing out of the port of Casilda on Cuba's south central coast* 

"...NO .^CLK's interpreter informed KOMSOMOL of the U. S. -Russian 
agreement to permit photography on deck cargo. The Soviet ship's 
master was further requested to uncover his missiles for full in- 
spection. 

"...he agreed to uncover only the ends of two missiles... pending 
further instructions from his government. 

"...about 6 hours later 1C0MS0MCL was observed removing the 
■tarpr.ulins from all eight of her missiles*" 

VSS 3A.aiY ltr ser 068 of 10 November 1962 CONFIDENTIAL 

>;:. - "At 090411Z November, 3APd<Y was detached from ISSoiiX and directed 
j^ to proceed to intercept and examine Soviet merchant ship MJ3TALLUi<G 
Sj-* -'AKOSOV, designated SCOTCH TAPS SIX, The purpose... to determine 
:^/C- whether or not ANOSOV was transporting missiles out of Cuba. 

^i^:'-y ■:■■', .'-- - ~; 3 <~ ; £NCL0SUx^E(4) 

^M^^^ ^*x_Hi£2? C NF ID tn tiki 

dS^KJ5;UtU 196Z ^ 


" ... At U'J-ivAl.; .... .V c t «» .tr.t t ., . i L . i i» I' */ j ■ i •> » .. f . -•• ■ *■> V ..».! 

cor lriiied Cite itJciiLii'icatiui) b. iLKi.-uo Un, Jit- >>»..'i-oo .rU .u titer 
an; bo;; whereon the -ship's n;--ne .in:- .:ort ot registry ./ere rwiinceci. 

At 0923401S, .u.vSOV was a.'visau by f lizsuin.j li-shi. t.i-.t i.is 
gov rnment iu.a r.^reecl to .tnoover missiles « ad that BARRY would 
close him at first lijht the roilowin 6 - Nomina to exa.aine his clack, 
cargo. 

" \t 10UG0Z, 3A-d<Y closed the starboard side of ,'u\05GV to a range 
of 3V0 yards. Ai-.OC-GV was instructed to uncover the missiles* About 
a six foot section o-J each of Iv.o missiles v/as uncovered, exposing 
rubberized covering around t.ie missiles." 

'J->J A.jJ Itr ser 527 of 21 i.'oveir.'oer 1902 LA'CL-d J 1/L A) 

ai emergency recall o :. cho ship's ere. fr ;a t..e U ,.j "."L-.-i on 
20 October orought several nea o: cic in civilian cLothos — in violation 
of .'v'avy re^-uli.ti.i»*s f b-.tt in .rue destroyerman tradition, not.iin , •vas 
said about it _ue 10 t.:e sicu.tion «.\iiu the wen v.-ere . Uo.-.ed to I^eep 
che clothes aboardo 

,/hile participating in tue Cuban operations on 23 October, a 
lookout shotted - s:.«all ooat with To ;r men in it. On closer inspection 
an^ xis^n-s C.A. .iivera, SAo us interpreter, it ./,.s ier.rned t^at t .ay 
had boQii •• sea for ;\;o . ays .'.rid three ni J ht3, virtually .vitaout food, 
iii tido t;me <-.:ey had rowed tae 12-foot rowooc-rd 73 miles in an 
attempt co escape L"rom Cuba to the U.o. 

dhey we. e brought aboard, iven medical attention, fed, and put 
to bed Lor much needed rest. Later, in taeir conversation, the 
dominant t,.eme v/as their long desire to escape fn.ia the bad conditions 
of Cuba. In fact, they stated taat they preferred being eaten by 
sh. rks to going bc.clc to Cuoa. 

A-U. S. Coast Guard Cutter \v:\s summoned to transfer the men to 
port. As a parting jesture, each man was given a good set of 
civilian clothes — those same clothes that were illegally worn aboard 
just as the ship sailed on her important mission. In addition, a 
hat was passed and a O enerous money ;ift was also presented to each 
man* 
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